Ancient Texas Rock Art
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Pecos River Rock Art

In the canyons and shelters near the Pecos River in west Texas there are pictographs (rock
wall art) painted by ancient Texans who lived there about 1,000 — 3,000 years ago. They
crushed minerals to make natural paints, and fabricated brushes from sotol leaves.
Charcoal and manganese oxide created black pigment, clay created white, and ochre
created red, orange, and yellow colors. These were ground into powder with a mano
(hand-held stone) and mixed with water, grease or fat to create paint.

Making Natural Paint

Materials

Natural wood charcoal, red lava rock, limestone, ash, or other
natural material for pigment; glue, water; paper cups; spoons;
mano or hammer — for crushing.

Procedure

1. Crush the charcoal, limestone and other natural materials into
a powder.

2. In a paper cup, mix five spoonfuls of powder with one
spoonful of water.

3. Stir well, and add a few drops of glue.

Yucca Brushes

Materials
Dried yucca leaves

Procedure

1. Collect the dried brown leaves from the base of a yucca plant.

Fold a leaf in half, and bend it back and forth many times to soften the crease.

Pull apart and softly shred the fibers at the crease with your fingers, or with pressure from the mano.
. When the fibers are soft and flexible, the leave is ready to be used as a brush.
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The Texas Memorial Museum maintains collections of over 5 million objects, from firearms to fossils. Charted by the Texas State
Legislature in 1935, TMM serves the public by preserving, studying, and interpreting the natural and cultural heritage of Texas. Hours
are Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 10-5, and Sun. 1-5, with free admission every day. TMM is located at 2400 Trinity St., on the UT-Austin campus.
For more information call (512) 471-1604, or visit TMM online at http://www.texasmemorialmuseum.org.
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